


a. Update to actions from 2015/16 External Examiners Report:

Question

External Examiner[ }uu vS§e

JMEs JE S}E[* & *%o}Ve S]}tv

Update in 2016/17

1.4 Resources

YWe would note that we had
difficulty in accessing online
materials at our visit on 4/5 July
and it would be helpful if IT
connectivity could be confirmed
ahead of future viss. While not
obviously affecting assessment,
we noted that courseelated
information, including module
outlines, schemes of assessment
course information and student
guidance on various matters, are
provided as online resources only
We found these difEult to
navigate and we do wonder if
students may benefit from having
a printed handbook where
essential course information for
each year of study is compiled fo
ease of reference.

The Learn team are currently working on improved signposting ai
searchimg of contenttwhich will provide an easier way to locate
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through piles of paper. There are some specific specific actions tf
are working on at the moment:Involving students in reviewing
curriculum content or RVC Learn (ongoinghproved signposting of
course or supplementary digital documentatioRrovide guide for
students (and EE) with advice on navigating RVC Learn

Action Required:

Ensure that connections to wifi are functionalgrio Examboard
and provide straightforward guidance as to how to navigate VLE
Action Deadline:

03-Apr-2017

Action assigned to:

Charlotte Lawson, Ana Filipovic, Alistair Spark, Adam Osgood

completed

2.3

Y €Eommendations
regarding the

eSu vSe|
performance

3.1 Assessment
methods

We did note however, that BSc
year 2 results show no upward
trajectory for this cohort although
their year 1 performance was at ¢
slightly higher baseline than in
previous cohorts. We will be
interested to monitor this in the
years ahead.

All papers rely heavily on tressay
vehicle and there may be an ovel
reliance on this method, requiring
a high level of staff effort for fair
and consistent marking. The Boa
of Studies may wish to reflect on
which learning outcomes are
being specifically tested by essay

Monitor the progess of the 2018.6 BSc2 as they progress to BSc:
(for example comparison of scores in 28l module ICAs compare
to 201415 and 2015) Monitor 201516 BScl students' learning
trajectory as they progress through BSc2 (e.g. via marks for BSc1
compaed to 20156 and 20145)

Action Deadline:

01-May-2017

Action assigned to:

Course Director; Year 2 Leader; Year 3 Leader
Course director will present these comments for discussion by the
BSc committee members at the Autumn CMC as gicthe regular
update on assessments

Action Deadline:

30-Now-2016

Action assigned to:

Course Director

Completedt marks showed a good

spread with expected numbers of first

this year

Discussed at CMC. Spread in questio




and whether hese outcomes,
which may include conceptual
understanding and knowledge
integration, necessitate an essay
component in every
module/examination.






1.2 Learning objectives, and the extent to which they were met

The learning objectives for each course were clearly stated and readily accessible to the students. The
examination process related to these learning objectives and appear to have been met. Indeed, some of the
model answers provided for the questions in the examinations also detailed the learning objectives for that
segment of the course. It was then straightforward for us as external examiners to review the question and the
learning objectives and to determine how the student's answers reflected both the teaching and their



1.5 Please provide any additional comments and recommendations regarding the Programme

No further comments.

Response from college requested: NO



Student performance
Please comment, as appropriate, on:

2.1 Students' performance in relation to those at a similar stage on comparable courses in other
institutions, where this is known to you

The course material is comparable to other similar courses at other institutions and is of comparable difficulty and
depth. Similarly, the students' performance is comparable to those seen at other institutions. The total number of
First class and Upper Second class degrees awarded is comparable to previous years of these courses and is
very comparable to other institutions.

Response from college requested: NO

Professor G.B

| agree with the above. At all levels, students' performance reflects a range of ability and intellectual development
broadly comparable to that seen in Russell Group institutions.

AXDILUN Rl FDQGLGDWHV] NQRZOIHGJIH DQG VNLWV, with particular reference to those at the top, middle or
bottom of the range

As is to be expected, there was a wide range in the quality of the answers provided for most questions. In general,
for most papers it was clear that the different ability levels of the students was broadly reflected across the full
range of questions and papers. The most able students frequently provided excellent answers and in particular
some of the essays written by these students were of very high quality.

In contrast, the students at the bottom of the range generally performed poorly across all the different papers. In
particular, the essays written by such students were either extremely brief and/or contained little or no relevant
information that pertained to the question. Students are required to write essays throughout the courses for in-
course assessments, indicating that they would have the opportunity to discuss essay writing techniques with the
course tutors.

The students in the middle of the range, again generally performed at a mid-level throughout all of their
assessments. Occasionally, very poorly answered questions would reduce their overall mark, but the number of
guestions and papers used in the examinations ensured that loss of marks over a single question would not
greatly affect the overall outcome of the assessment.

Response from college requested: NO

Professor G.B



30HDVH SURYLGH DQ\ DGGLILRQD0 FRP PHQIV DQG UHFRP PHQGDILRQV UHJIDUGLQJ WKH VIIXGHQIV] SHUIRUPDQFH

As in previous years, we discussed the general trajectory of the students from years 1-3, and onwards to year 4 of
the taught MSc. There does appear to be a general trend towards marks at the end of year examinations
increasing as the students progress through their courses. However, we would welcome a more rigorous analysis

of the examination data.

Response from college requested: YES

Professor G.B

The issue of exit velocity is of interest and | would echo the suggestion of further analysis, particularly in relation to
students progressing to the MSci year. For the single candidate this year, there was evidence of steady
improvement beyond year 2 (54% aggregate mark) to year 4 (69%).

COURSE DIRECTOR: Dr Charlotte Lawson

Course Director Response:

CD and year leaders will continue to monitor ICAs throughout the year and tutors will continue to be sent marks for
these assessments to ensure that individual students are recommended for additional learning support if they are
not performing as expected. 2018-19 we plan to introduce mid-







3.4 Standard of marking

The standard of marking was consistently high throughout the papers.

Response from college requested: NO



General Statements

4.1 Comments | have made in previous years have been addressed to my satisfaction
Yes
Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no:

We feel that our previous comments have been taken into consideration by the College. Our slight concerns from
previous years over the apparent over-reliance on essay-style questions remains.

Response from college requested: NO

Professor G.B

| agree with the above.

4.2 An acceptable response has been made
Yes

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no:

Response from college requested: NO

Professor G.B

| agree.

4.3 | approved the papers for the Examination
Yes

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no:

Response from college requested: NO

Professor G.B

'Yes



4.5 | attended the meeting of the Board of Examiners held to approve the results of the Examination



4.9 | have received enough support to carry out my role






