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SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO EXTERNAL EXAMINERS’ COMMENTS, 2012/2013

Course BSc Bioveterinary Science

Sample marking was extensive and well
documented this year. Our understanding
is that when sample marking indicates
“systematic” over-marking or under-
marking by 1% and 2™ markers, this
triggers remarking for the entire cohort.
This seems appropriate but begs the
guestion of what constitutes a systematic
difference. Where no  systematic
difference is seen the 1% mark s
accepted. We noted an instance where 1%
and 2™ marks on a year 2 exam question
differed by 8 points in the marking scheme
(62% and 30%) and because the sample
marking showed no systematic difference,
the first mark was accepted. We
recommend you consider better defining
the systematic difference that triggers 3™
marking, and also the possibility that
major differences between individual
marks should trigger 3" marking.

within a classification range, the higher mark
should become the mark awarded. Where
markers disagree over a broader range, the
markers should discuss the work and come to an
agreed mark.
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It is perhaps worth restating the point made last year, that emphasis on the project work is a strength of the course. It is unusual to
provide such a substantial project in year 2 and this experience no doubt contributes to the strong year 3 project performances.
Project supervision places considerable extra demands on academic staff, who are to be commended for meeting these demands.
Marking of projects is also very thorough
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5. Please delete responses as appropriate

5.1 Comments | have made in previous years have

been acted upon YES
5.2 An acceptable response has been made YES
5.3 | approved the papers for the Examination YES

5.4 | was able to scrutinise an adequate sample of students’
work and marks to enable me to carry out my duties YES

5.5 | attended the meeting of the Board of Examiners held

to approve the results of the Examination YES
5.6 Candidates were considered impartially and fairly YES
5.7 The standards set for the awards are appropriate YES

for qualifications at this level, in this subject

5.8 The standards of student performance are YES
comparable with similar programmes or subjects
in other UK institutions with which | am familiar

5.9 The processes for assessment, examination and YES
the determination of awards are sound and fairly
conducted

If you have replied No to any of these questions, please comment more fully:
If you have identified any areas of good practice, please comment more fully:
It is perhaps worth restating the point made last year, that emphasis on the project work is a
strength of the course. It is unusual to provide such a substantial project in year 2 and this
experience no doubt contributes to the strong year 3 project performances. Project supervision

places considerable extra demands on academic staff, who are to be commended for meeting
these demands. Marking of projects is also very thorough.
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