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Appendix 2:  External Examiners’ report 

Cert AVP 

 

This appendix contains Course Director’s/Year Leader’s responses to 2018/19 External Examiners’ comments 

and updates to actions from previous years’ External Examiners’ report (if applicable). 

As Course Director/Year Leader please ensure you reflect on External Examiners’ comments in the Course 

Review section.  Please ensure that any actions to be taken in response to these comments have been 

recorded in your Annual Quality Improvement Report. 

For support or advice please contact Ana Filipovic, Academic Quality Officer ‘Standards’, afilipovic@rvc.ac.uk, 

01707666938 

 

Appendix 3 consists of: 

 

a. Updates to actions from previous years’ reports – not applicable 

b. 201
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a. Updates to actions from previous years’ reports 
 
 
 

Report Question External Examiners’ comments 

& suggested actions 

Course Director/Year Leader’s 

response  & Action 

Update in 2018/19 

Ed Hall October 2018    

2.2   Quality of candidates’ 
knowledge and skills, with 
particular reference to 
those at the top, middle or 
bottom of the range 

There is slight concern that 
students in the bottom range, 
although successfully 
completing the CertAVP, 
may not have developed the 
academic knowledge to pass 
the synoptic examination, but 
this CertAVP is focussed on 
reflective practice and not 
acquisition of facts. 
 
 
Response from college 
requested: It would be 
informative if the College 
could obtain data from the 
RCVS as to the success rate 
at the synoptic exam, and 
correlate it with the average 
grade of the candidate in 
their C modules 

Course Director Response: 

Thank you for this useful 
suggestion. We have 
informally tracked the 
progress of our candidates in 
relation to their RVC grades 
vs success at the synoptic 
exam but now that there are 
sufficient candidates who 
have sat the SAM and SAS 
exams, a more formal 
comparison can be 
meaningfully made. We will 
progress this and report and 
the next exam board. 

Action Required: 

Seek from RCVS full list of 
RVC candidates who have 
sat the synoptic examination 
and the outcome and 
compare to grades obtained  
for their CertAVP work  

Action Deadline: 

01-Oct-2019 

Action assigned to: 

Joanne Jarvis 
 

The data from RCVS on 
the success of RVC 
students in the synoptic 
examinations was 
received mid November 
2018.  The data was 
shared within the 
CertAVP team and 
analysis was performed 
to see if there is a 
correlation between 
pass/fail module results, 
number of re-submissions 
and pass/fail synoptic 
results.  There was found 
to be no obvious 
correlations or 
assumptions to be made. 

 



Jill Maddison and Joanne 
Jarvis 

 

    

Anna Judson Feb 2019



assessors. 

Action Deadline: 

01-Apr-2019 

Action assigned to: 

Joanne Jarvis 

    
 

 



 



 
 

Individual Report 
 

   

 

Exam board meeting: 17-Oct-2019 
 

 

     

 

RCVS Certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice, 2018/19 
 

 

     

 

Professor Ed Hall 
 

 

     

    

 

The Programme 
 

 

    

  



 

 
 

 
 

  

      

 

      

  

1.5   Please provide any additional comments and recommendations regarding the Programme 
 

 

      

  

The perceived view amongst potential candidates discussing enrolment in online fora is that the RVC course is 
harder than that of other providers, and consequently numbers being enrolled are not increasing. However, the 
view of candidates who have completed the programme is that the RVC course is most valuable in enhancing the 
way they work. 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

  

COURSE DIRECTOR: Dr Jill Maddison 

Course Director Response: 

Thank you for this comment and for appreciating the challenges and benefits of the RVC based CertAVP 

Action Required: 

 

Action Deadline: 

 

Action assigned to: 

 

    
  

      

  

    

 



    

 

Student performance 
 

 

    

  

Please comment, as appropriate, on: 
 

 

    

   



    

 

Assessment Procedures 
 

 

    

  

Please comment, as appropriate, on: 
 

 

    

        

  

3.1   Assessment methods (relevance to learning objectives and curriculum) 
 

 

      

  

The requirements of each module vary but, in general, students are required to submit a number of case reports, 
a case log with a critical analysis, with a synopsis expressing their reflective thoughts. The RVC's Common 
Grading scheme (posted on the RVC website with a link from RVC Learn) is applied to marked work. The 
descriptors were relevant to the stated learning outcomes. 
 
Students may request formative feedback on one of their case reports. Failed reports can be re-submitted once; a 
further failure requires an appeal to be permitted to re-submit.  
 
Thus the assessment process and extensive formative feedback allow students to improve through reflection, one 
of the key aims of the programme. The synopsis and critical appraisal of their work allow for self-reflection on their 
knowledge and practice, and insight into where they have already improved or where they can improve in the 
future. 
 
Response from college requested: NO 
 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

 

      

  

3.2   Extent to which assessment procedures are rigorous 
 

 

      

  

I was sent examples from the Small Animal Medicine, Emergency and Critical Care, Small Animal Surgery, 
Veterinary Public Health and Veterinary Anaesthesia modules, as these were subjects where students had 
completed the programme. I concurred with the marks awarded. Resubmitted pieces of work were subject to 
double marking.  
 
Response from college requested: NO 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

 

      

  

3.3   Consistency of the level of assessment with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
(FHEQ) 

 

 

      

  

The level of assessment was consistent with Masters level as defined by the FHEQ. All candidates who passed 
were at the expected level. 
 
Response from college requested: NO 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

 

      

  

3.4   Standard of marking 
 

 

      

  



      

  

3.5   In your view, are the procedures for assessment and the determination of awards sound and fairly 
conducted? (e.g. Briefing, Exam administration, marking arrangements, Board of Examiners, participation 
by External Examiners) 

 

 

      

  



    

 



      

  

4.5   I attended the meeting of the Board of Examiners held to approve the results of the Examination 
 

 

      

 

Yes 
 

 

      

  

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no: 
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Completion 
 

 

    

  

If you have identified any areas of good practice, please comment more fully here.  We may use 
information provided in our annual external examining report: 

 

 

    

        

  

5.1   Do you have any suggestions for improvements based on experience at other institutes? We may 
use information provided in our annual external examining report: 

 

 

      

  

None 
 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

 

      

  

5.2   External Examiner comments:  For College information only (Responses to External Examiners are 
published on the College’s website. Please only use this box to add any comments that you wish to 
remain confidential, if any) 

 

 

      

  

The Cert AVP programme delivered by the RVC encourages reflective, lifelong learning. Whilst a somewhat 
different approach to much undergraduate teaching and programmes from other Cert AVP providers, the ultimate 
gain for practitioners of this approach is quite clear from the testimony of those who have gone through the 
programme. 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

  

      

  

COURSE DIRECTOR: Dr Jill Maddison 

Course Director Response: 

Thank you for your insight and support for the ethos of the RVC-based CertAVP. Thank you also for your support 



  

 


