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14. Timing of Examination Board meetings Annually in July and September 
15. Date of Last Periodic Review 2020 

n/a for Placement Year 
16. Date of Next Periodic Review 2024 
17. Language of study and assessment English 
18. Entry Requirements https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-

science#tab-entry-requirements 

https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/53821cbf-5779-4380-bf2a-aa8f5c53ecd4/sector-recognised-standards.pdf
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BSc Biological Sciences 
�x To offer a high quality course, in which students are challenged by, and stimulated to challenge, 

accepted wisdom in all fields of biological and biomedical science. 
�x To prepare graduates for careers in academic and industrial research, biotechnology and the 

pharmaceutical industry in general, and in other health and medicine-related industries. 
�x To offer a high quality preparation for students aspiring to graduate entry to Medicine, Dentistry or 

Veterinary Medicine. 
 
Placement Year  

�x To prepare students for the workplace through development of employability skills and 
understanding of the sector and organisation in which they are placed  

�x To increase student employability by providing work and research experience with a placement 
provider  

�x To provide students with a framework for lifelong learning  
�x To provide opportunity to develop research skills, including synthesis of information, critical analysis 

and an appreciation of factors that contribute to uncertainties 
 
MSci Biological Sciences 
The specific aims of the MSci Year are to enable students to: 

�x Gain research experience within biological and biomedical sciences that is relevant to their degree. 
�x Gain a deep and systematic understanding of current questions, problems and methods employed 

within the selected specialised research topic. 
�x Implement principles of project and experimental design and carefully execute, record and clearly 

disseminate research. 
�x Use self-reflection to improve levels of knowledge, professionalism, personal skills and research 

skills. 
�x Develop a sound appreciation of the research environment in which the student is working and their 

role within it. 
 
24. Overall Programme Level Learning Outcomes - the programme offers opportunities for students 
to achieve and demonstrate the following learning outcomes.  Learning outcomes should be 
specified for all intermediate awards as well as for the terminal award. 
On successful completion of the Bachelor 
of Science course, students will:  

Modules in which each learning outcome will be 
developed and assessed: 

�x Have a detailed understanding of cell 
biology, physiology, and genetics. 

Year 1 modules 

�x Have a detailed understanding of the 
basis of infectious & non-communicable 
diseases and an appreciation of 
pharmacology and the broader 
applications for disease control. 

Year 2 modules  

�x Display practical skills including the ability 
to design and execute experiments, 
analyse and interpret the resultant data, 
and present conclusions in a variety of 
formats. 

Year 2 Project 
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On completion of the Master in Science 
course, students will additionally be able 
to:  

 

�x Clearly communicate their project aims, 
background, results, relevance and own 
proposals for future research, 
demonstrating critical analysis and a 
deep and systematic knowledge and 
understanding of the literature. 

Research Skills module 

�x Clearly and properly record their 
research. 

Research Skills module  
Project 
 

�x Demonstrate excellent professional 
conduct. 

Project 
 

�x Identify specific areas for personal and 
skill development. 

Research Skills module 
 

25. Teaching/learning methods Approximate total number of hours per week over X 
many weeks? 

 
 

Lectures 8 - 10 hours per week 
Practical / Directed Learning sessions 8 -10 hours per week 
Tutorials & self-directed Learning  5 hours per week 
Placement Year  35 hours per w

 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students


http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/student-services
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/student-services
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures
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31. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards 
NB: 
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Optional modules required in addition to compulsory modules 15 credits 

Award available for completion of the Stage Diploma in Higher Education Biological Sciences 

Stage 2 Compulsory Studies 

Year  Term Delivery 
Institution 

Module Code Module Title Level Credit 
Value 

Status for
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Optional modules required in addition to compulsory modules None 

Award available for completion of the Stage Diploma in Higher Education Biological Sciences with Placement Year 

Yea
r  

Term Delivery 
Institution 

Module Code Module Title Level Credit 
Value 

Status for Award Prerequisites 

PY  RVC  Biological Sciences-related Placement Project 6 75 Compulsory  

PY  RVC  Professionalism 6 45 Compulsory  

Stage 3 (Year Three without a Placement Year) Credit and Awards 
Stage 4 PY (Year Four with a Placement Year) Credit and Awards 

Details 

Total Credit to be studied at this stage 120 at Level 6 

Optional modules required in addition to compulsory modules 60 or 90 credits 

Optional modules required in addition to compulsory modules 60 or 90 credits 

Award available for completion of the Stage BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences with Placement Year 
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for Placement 
Year) 
Year 3, Term 1 
(Year 4, Term 1 
for Placement 
Year) 

RVC  Advanced Concepts in Reproduction 6 15 Optional  

Year 3, Term 1 
(Year 4, Term 1 
for Placement 
Year) 

RVC  Advanced Concepts in Skeletal Pathobiology 6 15 Optional  

Year 3, Term 1 
(Year 4, Term 1 



5 

Year 3, Term 2 
(Year 4, Term 2 
for Placement 
Year) 

RVC  Comparative Models of Disease 6 15 Optional  

Year 3, Term 1 
(Year 4, Term 1 
for Placement 
Year) 

RVC  Development and Disease 6 15
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Year 3, Term 1 
(Year 4, Term 1 
for Placement 
Year) 

RVC  Science of Animal Welfare 6 15 Optional  

Year 3, Terms 1 
& 2 (Year 4, 
Terms 1 & 2 for 
Placement Year) 

King’s College 
London 

 Various KCL modules 6 15 or 30 Optional  

Stage 4 (Year Four without a Placement Year) Credit and Awards  
Stage 5 (Year Five with a Placement Year) Credit and Awards 

Details 

Total Credit to be studied at this stage 120 at Level 7 

There are no optional modules   

Awards available for completion of the Stage MSci Biological Sciences 
MSci Biological Sciences with Placement Year (PY) 

Stage 4 (Year Four without a Placement Year) Compulsory Studies 
Stage 5 (Year Four without a Placement Year) Compulsory Studies 
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Manager 
1.3 Sciences Course Support 

Manager 
30.06.21 

1.4 Academic Quality Manager 10.08.21 
1.5 Course Director & Sciences 

Course Support Manager 
25.04.22 

1.6 Academic Quality Manager 05.01.2023 
1.7 BSc/MSci Course Director tbc 
 
 


