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BOA CONSTRICTOR CARE 
 
The Common or Red-tailed Boa (Boa constrictor constrictor) originates from the rainforests of Southern America, 
where it can be found in a variety of places from the forest floor to trees, and even in water at times. They 
generally live alone apart from at times of reproductive activity. Anyone thinking of owning a boa should 
carefully consider the size of an adult snake, and consider the space requirement, expense, and dangers of 
owning such a snake, which can grow at least 2-3m in length, and can live for 20-30 years in captivity. 
 
HOUSING 

¶ As large a vivarium or purpose-built enclosure as possible should be provided to enable room for 
exercise, and a thermal gradient to be created along the length of the tank (hot to cold). Wooden or 
fibreglass vivaria will provide the snake with some visual security and ventilation can be provided at 
snake level. We recommend an absolute minimum vivarium size of 6 foot x 3 foot x 2 foot for an adult 
snake to allow them to stretch appropriately. 

¶ 
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¶ Background heat can be provided with a heat mat (on the back wall) a tubular heater, a heat plate or a 
ceramic heat emitter. This should be set on a thermostat so that the overnight temperature does not 
drop below ~240C.  

¶ Heat sources should be guarded to prevent thermal burns  

¶ 


