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HAND REARING ORPHANED GUINEA PIGS 

 
Normal guinea pig birth 
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When is hand rearing necessary?  
Most sows rear their pups well but there are a few times where the babies may need hand-
rearing, these include times when the mother is unwell or has passed away. Occasionally a 
young sow will reject the pups and you may notice that she does not pay them any attention 
and they are not feeding. Pups are very independent from day one but still require some 



 

 

Feeding quantities vary, but on average guinea pigs need feeding every 2 - 3 hours for the first 5 
days then every 4 hours after this until weaning. It is important to monitor the pups weights, it 
is common for pups to lose a few grams in weight in the first couple of days after birth but they 
should then gain between 3 and 7 grams a day. (More so as they get older) 
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Separate the different sexes  
You must separate male and female pups at weaning age as they are capable of reaching sexual 
maturity from 3-4 weeks of age. Place them into same sex groups with a same sex adult guinea 
pig if possible. If you are unsure of the sex of your pups please contact us for a health check 
appointment.  
 
Common problems 
Failure to thrive - If any of the guinea pigs become listless or fail to gain weight seek veterinary 
advice. 
Chest infection/pneumonia - This occurs commonly when people force too much milk in during 
feeding causing it to enter an airway (aspiration).  Never squeeze the sides of the feeding bottle 
or rapidly depress the syringe plunger – be patient.  
Monitor for inactivity, nasal discharge, poor growth and difficulty breathing/rapid breathing.  
Please book an appointment with reception if you notice any of these signs. 
  
  


