Reviewed December 2024

RVC Exotics Service

Beaumont Sainsbury Animal Hospital
Royal Veterinary College

Royal College Street

London

NW1 0TU

T: 0207 387 8134
beaumont@rvc.ac.uk
www.rvc.ac.uk/BSAH

MUSK TURTLE CARE

The Common Musk turtle is a highly aquatic freshwater turtle, originating from North America where it
can be found anywhere from South Canada to Florida. It is also known as the “Stinkpot” due to its
ability to emit malodorous musk especially when frightened. These turtles prefer slow moving or still
water and generally forage at night along the river bed, intermittently extending their necks up to the
surface to catch food or take in air. Other musk turtle species include the Razor-backed, the Flattened
and the Loggerhead musk turtles, and similar care is required for all these species.
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careful checking is required to ensure that the heat sources are keeping the tank sufficiently
warm. Heat sources should be guarded or kept at a height to prevent thermal burns.

LIGHTING
I Turtles need daily exposure to full spectrum lighting (including UV-b light).

I Various UV lamps are available (see separate handout on lighting for reptiles), but for tortoises

a lamp with a high output (e.g. 10-12%) should be used to mimic the strong sunlight of their
wild environment.

f Lamps should be kept on for ~ 12 hours per day and at an appropriate distance from the turtle



