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It was agreed that this should be trialled for the next few project licence reviews and then a report 
back at a future meeting to see how reviewers had found using it.   

When using the guidance document, thought should also be given to whether there was anything 
missing from it.   

3.5 Item 8: Mouse colony (9 December 2020 meeting) 
This project licence application was scheduled to be reviewed at the April meeting.     

3.6 Item 2: Project licence – update from May meeting (16 June 2020) 
The information from the project licence holder had been circulated to AWERB for info. 
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have contributed to this.  The work had been put on hold whilst investigations were being carried 
out. 

6 NACWO REPORT - HAWKSHEAD 

6.1 Surgeries 
A lot more surgeries were coming through.  Each project was being reviewed on an individual basis to 
make sure that nothing too complex was being done and to ensure that the right resources were in 
place.  Most of the surgeries were non recovery and the aim was to keep it that way and not do 
anything too complex or that involved complex post surgery recovery.  Although Covid infection rates 
seemed to be easing up care was needed to ensure that if there was any infection in the unit, there 
were 



RVC – Minutes: AWERB: 08 April 2021  

  4 

It was recognised that the situation was more complicated than simply stipulating that once a dog 
had reached a certain age that they could not be bred from again, although there should be a 
maximum age.  This maximum age could be added as an amendment to the project licence, though 
experience showed that it was generally on average around the age of 5 that breeding issues and 
complications could be seen. If a maximum age limit was added to the project licence there also 
needed to be a caveat that if a dog had serious problems not just physiology but also behaviourally 
(for example with whelping or not being a good mum or being aggressive to the male when mating) 
then they should be retired earlier.   

The management of the breeding colony should be reviewed and regular meetings held between the 
project licence holder and the technicians.  There also needed to be a separate discussion about 
setting up a formal process for easily flagging concerns about any of the animals in the unit so they 
could be looked into.     

9 TRAINING RECORDS UPDATE 
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• Guidelines should be provided on how to best carry out these meetings virtually. 

AWERB agreed the following: 

• AWERB would continue as virtual meetings in the future but that there would be one face to face 
meeting held a year.   

11.2 


