
 

 
 

Summary Minutes: AWERB 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 27 October 2021 at 2pm via MS Teams 

Present:  
Attendees: 6 plus 1 in attendance, 4 by invitation and 9 apologies 

1 PROJECT LICENCE AMENDMENT  
The project licence holder was welcomed to the meeting who summarised the changes that he 
wanted to make to his project licence: 

 Adjustment to a protocol: addition of subcutaneous delivery of therapeutics as a possible 
route of delivery.    

 Addition of a new protocol: this was to allow the testing of optimal infusion rates of adeno-
associated viral vectors. 

The following queries were raised: 

 Do you need to use heparinised saline to flush the catheters? 
The project licence holder advised this was something that they had routinely done, however 
he had since done a literature search to see what had been published in the comparison of 
using heparinised saline to saline for patency of catheters.  For dogs it seemed that saline 
was as good as heparinised saline for maintaining patency, so he would be happy to use 
saline.  He would double check with the anaesthetists to make sure that they were not aware 
of any adverse effects from using saline.     

 What monitoring would be done for any animal that had to be lone housed for 48 hours 
whilst the catheters were in place?  Was there a plan in place if an animal became 
distressed?   
The project licence holder advised that the lone housing was needed to ensure that the 
catheters were not accidentally removed by their littermates.  It was possible that the 
procedure could be done in pairs though in which case the puppies would be kept together.  
If a puppy became distressed then they would be comforted.  It was agreed that this should 
be added to the protocol so that it could be seen that these aspects had considered. 

 When would the animal start to receive the infusion? Was it immediately after recovery 
from the general anaesthesia? 
The plan was to place the catheter the day before and then start the infusion the following 
morning, to ensure that the effects of the anaesthesia had waned as much as possible before 
giving the infusion as they did not want the effects of the anaesthesia to complicate the 
results.   The detail that it would be a minimum of 12 hours after recovery from anaesthesia 
would be added to the licence. 

 Clarification had been requested about the very high fluid rate and the reasons for it.  Did 
the project licence holder anticipate fluid overload issues and pressure shifts especially in 
young dogs? 
The high volume infusion was needed as it was difficult to manufacture viral vector at high 
concentration.  With this volume and infusion rate they were dealing with manufacturer 
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protocols to the best of their ability.  The 20ml/kg/hr infusion rate was already in the licence 
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3 MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Item 3.1: Condition 18 training (5 October 2021 meeting) 
The Home Office have advised that they would be circulating the slide set from this workshop and 
the updated guidance after the final training but this had not yet been received.  Once this had been 
provided a meeting would be held to determine a practical plan for taking forward the condition 18 
reporting and providing messaging to project licence holders to make them aware.   

3.2 



RVC – Minutes: AWERB, 27 October 2021  

  4 

e-mails to those individuals reminding them of their responsibilities and copying their Head of 
Department in.    

3.9 Item 3,11: ARRIVE compliance report (05 October 2021 meeting) 
The Sub Group were working on the agenda for the suggested workshop.  A full update was planned 
for the next meeting. 

3.10 Item 4: AWERB membership (5 October 2021 meeting) 
A draft call was with the Chair for sign off for new internal lay panel members.  A call had gone out 
for student members to join the Sub Committees.  This call had just closed and there were a lot of 
applications to join AWERB. 

4 ALL ABOUT THE AWERB – “WEEK 2”: INDUCTION AND ENGAGEMENT 
The Deputy Chair asked whether people had managed to review this?  Did they have any comments 
to feed in?  AWERB discussed what should be provided to new members. 

 E1 and L course: new members should do this course as it provided an ethical background to 
the Act, as well as details on the Act’s requirements and other related legislation. 

 Induction meeting to be held with the Chair in order to go through the terms of reference 

 Have a mentor on AWERB that had sat on AWERB for a while that they could go to for advice 

 An information sheet to be put together detailing what the purpose of AWERB was and what 
looking for people to contribute 

Engagement: 

 How much knowledge was there of the animal work that was carried out at the College 
within departments, particularly those such as Estates who would be required to enter BSU 
areas?  It should be included within inductions.   

 Animal research questions should also be included as standard at interviews to make sure 
the applicants were comfortable that the College did animal research.  

https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals/ethicalreview/uk/issues/allabout/week2
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allocation.  This would allow them to investigate gene therapy in a number of ciliopathies for 
which they would use new mouse lines. 

 


