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3.1 Camden 
At Camden the following enrichment elements have been introduced: 

�x Mice: There was an enrichment rotation that particularly focused on mice.  Dedicated shelters 
and changes in topography of different items have been introduced to give the mice some form 
of enrichment on a rotation basis.  The rotations were carefully monitored to provide a balance 
of novel elements but not too frequently that the changes would stress the mice.   

�x Rats: There was a similar rotation system for rats, but with not so many items, as there were not 
many rat projects.  
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Consideration was needed for all environmental enrichment provided to ensure that it did not 
affect the research being carried out, but the effort was definitely 
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AWERB were impressed with the amount of thought and effort that the technicians have put in to 
improve enrichment for the different species of animals, whilst also ensuring they were 
accommodating the constraints of individual projects and studies.   

4 3RS   

4.1 Home Office courses module training 
The Home Office were keen to raise more awareness of the 3Rs through the Home Office courses 
module training.  They were aiming to encourage a culture of considering 3Rs from the start of 
writing a project licence and all the way through the project licence lifecycle.  A project was 
underway with various parties to assess what changes could be made to raise this awareness.     

5 FOI REQUESTS 
Three FOI requests had been received.  The responses were noted.   

6 NVS REPORT 

6.1 Camden 

�x Mice: a couple of mouse pups had been found dead post procedure.  It was not known if the 
deaths were related to the procedure, but it was thought unlikely given the time intervals.  This 
has been reported. 

�x Guinea pigs: a new batch of guinea pigs were starting on surgical procedures.  A new feeding 
regime has been introduced to see if this improved the ability of the guinea pigs to carry 
pregnancies to full term.   

6.2 Hawkshead 

�x Sheep: changes had been made to the process following problems experienced previously with 
this study, changes were made to the process and a surgery carried out.  As the sheep seemed to 
make a better recovery and the device was working well, a second surgery was subsequently 
carried out on another sheep.  Unfortunately, at about the same time point for both sheep (two 
weeks in), the sheep experienced significant complications and both had to be euthanised.  The 
post-mortems showed that the silicon implants had become infected. The project has therefore 
been stopped and was unlikely to continue.   The situation was very sad but for the welfare of 
the animals, the study could not be allowed to continue.   

�x Sheep: A full meniscal meniscus replacement in the knee has been carried out in 8 sheep.  Two 
sheep had to be euthanised early on: one within 48 hours due to pain and another after about 3 
week following sudden onset pain.    

�x Dogs:  One of the puppies was weak after birth and had required intensive hand feeding.  It was 
noted that his abdomen was very distended, even between feedings, which was very unusual, so 
an ultrasound was taken. This �]�����v���]�(�]���������Z���������Z�������v�o�����P���u���v�����]�v�����Z�������µ�����˙�[�����������}�u���v���`������
actually his gall blader.  As the puppy continued to clinically decline, he was subsequently 
euthanised.  It was thought that the problems the puppy had experienced were congenital rather 
than hereditary.   

�x Teaching horse: AWERB sadly noted that one of the teaching horses had to be euthanised 
following ongoing health issues.  The situation had been very stressful and upsetting as the horse 
had been here for years and staff C q
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�x Project licence: One of the project 
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12 PROJECT LICENCES AMENDED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that the Home Office have agreed amendments to 5 project licences, including 
changes of project licence holders, due to retirement.     

13 


