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RVC — Minutes: AWERB summary minutes, 07 September 2022

e Puppy: ayoung carrier puppy that had been born in April and was not due to be used in the
study had been spayed so she could be rehomed. Six days post spay, an umbilical intestinal
hernia had been detected. The umbilical hernia was replaced successfully, and a discussion held
whether a second surgery for surgical repair of the defect was needed prior to rehoming. The
defect however had continued to close on its own without the need for surgery. A new home
had been found and the new owner’s vet and medical insurance company would be provided
with a medical history letter.

Culture of care:

AWERB were informed of a sad incident that had happened. An investigation had been carried out
and plans put in place in terms of moving forward. One of AWERB’s roles, as well as considering
animal welfare, was to also consider technicians and the study team’s welfare too and make sure
that they were mentally, emotionally, and physically looked after too. All involved with this situation
had acted professionally, supportively, and collaboratively with each other, which was a good thing
for the RVC, and was something that should continue but it was important to ensure that researchers
and staff were looked after.

Camden

Ferret

One of the ferret’s had undergone surgery 6 weeks prior to developing symptoms. The surgery had
gone fine and nothing untoward had been detected in the postoperative recovery period. The ferret
however was then observed being unable to use its hind legs and slightly moving from side to side,
with decreased/diminished reflexes so was seen by the specialist exotic team. They could not
identify what was wrong. The ferret was placed on anti-inflammatory fluid therapy and then
antibiotics but continued to decline so was euthanised. A full histopathology of the neurologic
system had started. Results were expected in a couple of weeks. A condition 18 report had been
submitted.
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