
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 5 November 2019 at 2pm in F1c SKYPE MEETING TO F82 Hawkshead 

Present 
Attendees: 11 plus one in attendance, 1 by invitation and 7 apologies. 
 

1 WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including a senior animal technician who was 
attending the meeting as an observer.   

2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2019 were confirmed as an accurate record. 

3 ACTION UPDATE 

3.1 
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retrospective applications.  AWERB were encouraged to review these to see if there was anything 
from these documents that could be added to the check list.     

3.5 Item 3.3: PPL refresher training and culture of care workshops (March 2019 meeting) 
It had now been agreed that these should be two separate workshops rather than one combined 
one.     

3.6 Item 9: Companion Animals query (June 2019) 



RVC – Minutes: AWERB, 8 November 2019  

  3 

o Establish stable groups with littermates, wherever possible. If randomisation is 

required as part of the allocation process for experimental design, this can be done 

without mixing unfamiliar mice in a cage. 

o 
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Humidity in mice rooms: records were being compiled to show the fluctuations in these rooms to see 
if any pattern could be identified. 

7.2 Hawkshead 
Autoclave: this was in the process of being validated. 

Resurfacing: there would be access challenges in getting into BSU due to the planned resurfacing up 
to gate to BSU that was due to start the following week. 

Paddocks: the new gates and fencing had now been installed. 

8 USE OF ANIMALS FOR TEACHING IN UK VETERINARY SCHOOLS 
An e-mail had been received via the Veterinary Schools Council about what was deemed as 
acceptable practice in relation to the use of animals in teaching in order to form a collective VSC view 
on this.  AWERB were providing a response in relation to the teaching animals at Camden as this 
responsibility came under their remit.   

9 ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE AMENDMENT 
AWERB noted that the Establishment licence had been recently amended. 

AWERB were informed that the Establishment Licence could now be accessed on the new ASPeL 
system (depending on the permission level of the user).   

10 CONDITION 18 REPORTS 
Two condition 18 reports had been submitted to the Home Office in September 2019.  Another 
report was due to be submitted soon.   

11 PROJECT LICENCE AMENDMENTS 
AWERB noted that one project licence had been amended since the previous meeting.   

12 PROJECT LICENCES – END OF TERM REPORT 
AWERB noted the report that had been submitted following the expiration of a project licence:  

The following comments were made: 

 There was a comprehensive number of papers that had resulted from this work. 

 Animal numbers used and severities: although a species of animal had been requested in the 

licence, it had not actually been used.  There was no reference in the report to the reason why.     

 For some of the animals, more had actually been used than had been anticipated in the licence.  

Although a flexibility of 10% was allowed, it was good practice when getting close to the 

numbers limit to calculate how many more animals were actually required and to submit an 

amendment   

 There was a query raised whether the ARRIVE guidelines had been followed for the published 

paper.  The report specified that they had but there was uncertainty whether that was the case.  

This would be double checked.  It was agreed that following ARRIVE guidelines should be added 

to the PPL refresher workshop, with the emphasis on why it was important to follow these 

guidelines: which basically was ensuring that someone could follow what had been done and 

reproduce the same model.   

AWERB noted that taking into account these comments, the report that had been submitted was of 
high quality.   
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13 STUDY REQUESTS 

13.1 Study Request  
AWERB noted that a request had been received for the collection of blood from pigs.  The research 
focused on virulence determinance of Streptococcus suis that circumvent the innate response by 
identifying bacterial components essential for survival or proliferation in whole blood.  AWERB had 
approved the request so long as it was checked that the ante-mortem work carried out on the pigs 
would not influence the data.   

14 TRAINING RECORDS 
The lay panel member had met with one of the NTCOs to run through the training records process.  
She was now comfortable with the process and how comprehensive it was. 

A QA audit on the training records was carried out every 6 months.  It was suggested that a summary 
of the results of this audit should be provided to AWERB as it would give an indication of how much 
training was going on under ASPA.   

15 THANKS TO LAY PANEL MEMBER 
It was noted that this was the current


